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equivalent to a presentation of £1,250. A subcom-
mittee has already been appointed to go into the
question of plans (which will include the provision of
fifty beds), with the view of bringing a fall scheme
before the committee at the earliest possible date.
A fresh appeal will be issued, and in the meantime a
fair start has been made with regard to funds, for,
including private donations, paid or promised, contri-
butions received from the workshops and the gift of
the land, about £5,000, out of the £12,000 which will
eventually be required, has been provided.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF DUDLEY SCHOOL CHILDREN.
The school medical officer for the borougb of Dudley

(Dr. J. H. Wilkinson), in his annual report, states that
the total number of children examined during last
year was 1,789-namely, 884 boys and 905 girls. About
10.8 per cent. of the children examined had four or,
more defective teeth, but this probablv does not repre-
sent the actual percentage. Only 37 children were
discovered with some morbid condition of the lungs,
as compared with 51 in the previous year. Most of
these children were under treatment. A serious out-
break of typhoid fever occurred in the autumn,
the disease being introduced into the town about the
middle of October by persons who had been hop
picking. Both diphtheria and typhoid had been
previously introduced by the hop pickers. The
medical officer points out that until there is some
assurance of proper sanitary supervision at the
hopyards the present policy of the Education Com-
mittee of closing the schools in September and
October, in order to allow as many children as pos-
sible to attend the hop-picking, must be considered
as a dangerous error. With regard to dirty and ver-
minous children, the percentage was 11.9 as compared
with 14.6 for the previous year. Mr. B. H. St. Clair
Roberts, ophthalmic surgeon, reports that 33 of the
children had conditions of the eye requiring opera-
tion, and that 151 received prescriptions for spectacles.
In his report he considers it regrettable that-the re-
sources of the Eye Infirmary, which were, unfortu-
nately limited, should have been called upon to supply
the necessitous cases with spectacles. He suggests
the establishment of a voluntary fund for the provi-
sion of spectacles in cases where parents are unable
to buy them. The school nurse, Miss Gunning, reports
having made 394 visits to schools and 1,445 to the
homes of scholars, and sending 64 circulars to parents
concerning the cleanliness of their children, which is
a great decrease on the previous year.

MANCHESTER AND DISTRI6T.

INFANT BIRTH AND DEATH-RATES IN SALFORD.
THE position of Salford with regard to infant mortality
is still far from enviable, though there has been a
considerable improvement during the last year. The
medical officer of health, Dr. Tattersall, estimates
the population of the borough in the middle of 1909
at 241,950, the excess of births over deaths being
2,409. The marriage and birth-rates are the lowest
on record for the borough, the marriage-rate being
14.8 and the birth-rate 28 per 1,000. There were 6,778
births registered during the year, of which 244, that
is 3.6 per cent., were illegitimate. In spite of a
reduction in the birth-rate of 1.5 per 1,000, Salford
is still above the average of the seventy-six large
towns, which have a birth-rate of 25.7. The Notifica-
tion of Births Act has not been adopted, "owing
largely," as the report says, " to the feeling of oppo-
sition by medical practitioners who object to being
made responsible for notification and yet receiving no
payment." Enquiries from the registrars at ceme-
teries show that 261 stillborn children have been
buried, of which midwives notified 139. There are 51
midwives practising in the borough, and of the 6,778
births, 4,905 or 72.4 per cent., were attended by mid-
wives and 1.873, or 27.6 per cent., by medical practi-
tionars. Of 26 cases of puerperal fever notified during
the year, 10 were in the practice of midwives. In two
of these cases. exr-midwives were concerned, one whose

name had been removed from the Midwives' Roll.
They were brought before the magistrates and each
was fined 21s. and costs. Medical practitioners were
called in to the assistance of midwives in 515 cases,
and as the Midwives Supervising Committee has
refused to be responsible for medical fees in these
cases, and the guardians impose almost impossible
conditions, there is no doubt that in many cases the
medical men have had the greatest difficulty in
obtaining payment for their services.
Some interesting statistics are given showing to

what a great extent infant mortality depends on the
feeding during the first six months of life. The health
visitors, who are partly paid by the Ladies' Public
Health Society and partly by the Corporation, have had
under observation 3,526 infants born in 1908, and the
infant mortality among these was 153.7 per cent. Of
the total, no less than 2,880 were fed entirely on the
breast for the first six months with a mortality of
113.9 per 1,000, and the following table sihows- the
mortality among the remainder:

Mortality
per 1,000.

Breast and other food from birth ... ... 285.7
Breast one month and other food five months ... 300.0
Breast two months and other food four months... 285.7
Breast three months and other food three months 250.0
Breast four months and other food two months ... 150.0
Breast five months and other food one month ... 125.0
Breast alone for the first six months ... ... 113.9
Other food entirely for the first six months ... 314.9

The contrast between the last two figures is most
noteworthy, as is also the definite rise in the mortality
the earlier other food than the breast is given. The
principal causes of infant deaths were: Lung disease,
32 per 1,000; debility and atrophy, 28.6; diarrhoea,
24.3; premature birth, 15; tuberculous disease, 7.9;
convulsions, 6.8; measles 5.3; and other causes, 33.8;
giving a total of 153.7 for infants born in 1908.
During the year 1909 there were 959 deaths of infants,
which is a death-rate of 141 per 1,000-a great improve.
ment on the previous year and considerably under the
average of the previous five years, which was 159 per
1,000. The decrease was greatest for deaths from
zymotic diseases and from atrophy and debility; while
there was an increased mortality from bronchitis and
pneumonia. Compared with the thirty-three great
towns, Salford is twenty-ninth on the list, the only
four having a higher rate being Swansea 159, Liver-
pool 144, Nottingham 150, and Burnley 157. In Man-
chester the infant mortality was 134, and thus both
Manchester and Salford compare very badly with the
five towns which are lowest on the list-namely,
Croydon 80, Huddersfield and Portsmouth 95, and
Brighton and Halifax 97.

3rdlanit.
[FROM OUR SPECIAL COBRESPONDENTS.)

DUBLIN DEATH. RATE.
AT a recent meeting of the Public Health Committee
of the Dublin Corporation the Secretary drew atten-
tion to the satisfactory decrease in the death-rate
during the first half of this year. During the past
month especially the decrease was most striking, and
was at one period 5.2 below the mean rate for the past
ten years. The commiiittee attribute the change to the
new main drainage scheme, and to the improved and
more expeditious methods of removal of house refuse
and of cleansing. Of late years also disinfection of
premises after removal of infectious cases has been
more prompt and efficient, and it is likely that the
clearing out of insanitary areas-a work which is still
being pushed on in various parts of the city-is now
beginning to have some effect in improving the
general health of the more congested districts.

PRESENTATION TO DR. GOFF.
Dr. Stevens Goff of Dundrum was presented last

week by a number of his patients and friends with a
handsome silver bowl and a cheque for £250. Over
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200 of the residents in the district attended the
function, which was presided over by the Rev. W. M.
Gibbon. Dr. Gibbon, in his introductory remarks,
expressed the high esteem in which Dr. Goff was held
by his friends and acquaintances, and referred to the
obligations which were owed by the public to the
medical profession and to the services rendered by it
to the poor of the community.

PRESENTATION TO SIR G. P. O'FARRELL.
In the Privy Council Chamber, Dublin Castle, Sir

George P. O'Farrell, M.D., was made last week the
recipient of a handsome presentation on his retire-
ment from the post of inspector of lunatic asylums.
The presentation consisted of a handsome eighteenth
century Sheraton table, and of silver ornaments, and
was made by his co-workers as a mark of their appre.
ciation of his efficiency and humanity as a lunacy
administrator. The list of subscribers included the
Lord Chancellor, the ex. Chancellor (Lord Ashbourne),
Lord Rathmore, Lord Killanin, Mr. J. H. Campbell, the
President of the Royal College of Surgeons, and many
others. The Lord Chancellor, who presided, referred
to the great changes for the better that had been
effected during the past twenty years in the care and
treatment of lunatics, and said that these improve-
ments in Ireland had been largely brought about by
the efforts of Sir George O'Farrell and his colleague,
Dr. Courtenay.

[FROIF OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS.]

SCOTTISH BOARD OF LUNACY: RETIREMENT OF
DR. JOHN FRASER.

ALL interested in the care of the insane in Scotland
will hear with regret of the retirement under the age
limit, after a service of thirty-two years, of Dr. John
Fraser, Commissioner in Lunacy. Dr. Fraser, after a
distinguished University career at Edinburgh, took the
degree of M.B., C.M. in 1870. He soon afterwards
became Assiistant Medical Offlcer in the Fife and
Kinross District Asylum, and in 1873, on the retire-
ment of Dr. (now Sir John) Batty Tuke from that
asylum he succeeded him as Medical Superintendent.
In 1877 he received the appointment of Deputy Com-
missioner in Lunacy in succession to Dr. George A.
Paterson. His duties as Deputy Commissioner were
mainly concerned with the insane under private care,
and into this work he entered with heart and soul, and
with a determination to develop and perfect yet more
the system of which Sir Arthur Mitchell, the first
Deputy Commissioner attached to the Board, had been
the founder and apostle. The energy and enthusiasm
which Dr. Fraser brought to bear upon this work could
not fail to be without effect. He gained the entire
confidence and respect of inspectors of poor and other
parochial officials, and animated many of them with
his convictions as to the advantages of the system both
to the ratepayer and as a measure of justice to the
many insane who under slight supervision are capable
of enjoying the liberties and pleasures of a natural
home life. The inculcation of these views led to the
removal to private care of many unrecovered patients
who, but for his efforts, would have remained indefi-
nitely as inmates of asylums, and in this way the
congestion of asylums was relieved, and the necessity
for enlargement in many cases averted. He became a
Commissioner on the retirement of Sir Arthur Mitchell
in 1894, and in his new capacity he soon gained the
entire confidence and esteem of medical superinten-
dents and others connected with asylums. He was
regarded by them less as an official critic than as a
friendly and outspoken adviser whose great experienc6
and knowledge was always at their service, who
listened with sympathetic interest to all their diffi-
culties, and who was ever ready to do all in his power
to assist them both with kindly counsel and active
support whenever that could properly be given.
There was no method of treatment of recognized
merit which did not receive his warm approval and

which he did not do his utmost to teach and spread,
and -he thus became a very real and active force in
promoting the most advanced views of what is
regarded as best in the care and treatment of the
insane. In the performance of his duties he spared
himself no labour, and the country has lost in him
an able, zealous, and faithful public servant. His
retirement will be greatly regretted by all with whom
he came officially in contact, and his numerous
friends everywhere will wish him a long and happy
life now that the cares of office have been laid aside.

MEDICAL COMMISSIONER IN LUNACY FOR SCOTLAND.
The King has been pleased, on the recommendation

of the Secretary for Scotland, to approve the appoint-
ment of Dr. Hamilton Clelland Marr as Medical
Commissioner in Lunacy for Scotland in place of
Dr. John Fraser, who has retired on attaining the age
limit. Dr. Marr graduated M.B., C.M. at Glasgow
University in 1892, and three years later took hio.
M.D. degree. He went to Woodilee Asylum as an
Assistant, subsequently became Assistant at the
Crichton Institution at Dumfries. A few years later
he returned to Woodilee as Senior Assistant, and in
December, 1901, he became Medical Superintendent of
that asylum, which is under the control of the
Glasgow Parish Council. At the last report there were'
1,034 patients in the asylum, which is recognized as
one of the foremost institutions of the kind in the
country. Dr. Marr has for some years acted as
Secretary to the Scottish Division of the Medico.
Psychological Society of Great Britain.

MEDICAL INSPECTION OF EDINBURGH SCHOOL
CHILDREN.

In a report by Dr. James for session 1909-10 on the
Edinburgh Merchant Company Schools, a number of
interesting facts are mentioned. In regard to 736
girls attending the Edinburgh Ladies' College, it was
found that "affections of the throat were as usual
very frequent, being present in 254 cases. Enlarge-
ment of the tonsils was present in 226 cases in varying
degree; in 28 adenoids were probably present in
addition. The cervical and submaxillary glands wer
found to be enlarged in 48 cases. Again, as a rule,
the enlargement was only slight, but probably due to
the condition of the throat or teeth. Including even
slight errors, abnormalities of vision were found in
191 cases (24.5 per cent.). With the exception of 5, all
of these were due to errors of refraction. Abnormali-
ties of hearing are very much less frequent, being
present in only 39 cases (4.9 per cent.). True deformi-
ties were almost entirely absent; postural deformi-
ties and defects of attitude were, however, only too
common, as has always been the case. Practically all
these defects were due to faulty habits of standing or
sitting at work, and so permit of remedy by suitable
exercises and the abandonment of the habit. A
forward stoop with flattening of the chest, projection
of the scapulae, was' found in 149 cases. All these
faults of attitude were more prevalent in the girls
from 10 to 15 years of age, the younger children and
the older girls being comparatively exempt."
In the case of the boys, of 429 in one school 3 per

cent. were classed as showing distinct abnormalities,
and of 982 in another school 2 per cent. were so
classed.

" As regards the practical value of the information
derived from these medical inspections in the health
and educational aspects . . . it was obvions in the
great majority of cases any defects reported had been
already known to the family. It will further be-
obvious that with the family doctor being the exam-
iner, any defects not previously known will have been
at once brought before the notice of the parents or
guardians. As regards the value of these inspections
from the scientific point of view, there is no doubt
that from them in time much valuable information as
regards growth and development may be obtained."

UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH: CAMERON PRIZE:
LECTURE.

Professor Bier of Berlin gave the Cameron Prize
Lecture on Local Anaesthesia with Special Reference.


